
It is hard to believe fall is here! Where 
did summer go? Just like the rest of 
the world, 2020 has been a different 

year. It was the first time in our 16 years 
here, that camp had to be cancelled. 

What do you do when you cancel 
camp? Well, we’ve been busy with some 
work projects. Our biggest project this 
summer was installing power under-
ground and updating the electrical 

infrastructure. We have other projects on 
the go as well, such as building new bunk 
beds for cabins, giving cabins interior 
paint jobs, moving some skill areas, and 
the never-ending landscaping work.

My heart is discipleship. It was tough 
in the beginning to figure out how to do 
ministry, when the ministry we knew had 
to change. We’ve found that our house 
has been very busy with guests. We have 
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been blessed to have many kids from past 
summers come, visit and hang out for a 
day or two or more. We put them to work, 
we feed them and they join us for morning 
devotions. It’s been such a blessing!

You may be asking, “How does the fall 
ministry look?” That’s a great question, 
and one we’ve been pondering a lot. What 
we want to do may not turn out to be what 

we get to do. In the past, full-time camp 
staff were involved in Awana, youth group, 
Sunday school, and other outreaches. We 
would like all of that to continue, but if it 
can’t — then what? 

Please pray for us as we think of 
the “new” stuff and find creative ways to 
minister. We will need to keep focusing 
on the Lord. 

MOnTHS AgO I was fairly sure that life 
would be back to “normal” by now. Surely, 
by the time fall programs would be start-
ing everything would be just as it used to 
be! With September now upon us though, 
fall ministries and programs need to look 
much different than they have before.

One of the ministries in which BRBC’s 
full-time staff have been very involved 
for many years is Awana. Awana has been 
an avenue for continued discipleship, for 
both our staff and campers, in three dif-
ferent communities over the past years. 
Each year we have realized how much 
we value the opportunities to teach and 
minister to so many young people through 
this program. This year we are praying 
for god to lead, guide and inspire us with 
ideas and direction to continue to reach 
our staff and campers. Despite the limita-
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tions of this year, we are convinced that 
the truth of the gospel must still go out — 
perhaps now more than ever. The problem 
this year is the “How?”.

We do not have the same opportuni-
ties to use school facilities as we have 
had in the past. Because of this, we are 
planning to use our local church, as 
limitations allow, to run a variation of one 
of the Awana programs. At this point, we 
are also discussing and praying about 
using our online platforms to offer some 
of the Awana teaching and program. Each 
of these changes and possibilities affects 
not only us but also how we connect with 
the teens and youth involved.

Every year we ask you to be in prayer 
for Awana and each of the fall minis-
tries that BRBC is involved in. This year 
we again ask you to pray! Please pray 
earnestly, not only for Awana, but for the 
many churches, camps and other minis-
tries that are striving to continue reaching 
out with the life-saving, life-giving gos-
pel of Jesus Christ. Our god is still Lord 
and is in control, and we are asking and 
trusting Him to lead this fall and winter. 



A moment 
with stAff

A glimpse into the ministry BRBC 
has into the lives of staff who come 
and serve here. 

Q: Kathy, where is home? A: Home is 
Saskatoon, SK. But nothing feels more 
like home than camp in the summer.

Q: How long have you been coming to 
BRBC? A: I first was introduced to Big 
River Bible Camp 21 years ago when I 
came out with a group of young adults. I 
have been a part of the camp in a volun-
teer role for six years now.

Q: What brought you to BRBC? A: Brian 
Lane (my fantastic hubby). He brought 
us out to camp as a young adult group; 
then he brought us to the camp to spend 
Thanksgivings with his family for a few 
years.

Q: What continues to bring you to this 
camp? A: What keeps bringing me back 
is the Lord. He has put a deep love in my 
heart for the people at this camp, both 
staff and campers. Even when I wonder 
if I am needed anymore, the love for the 
people keeps me coming back.

Q: What are some of the jobs you’ve had 
here at camp? What is your favourite 
and why? A: Jobs I have had at camp 
include nurse, cabin leader, program di-
rector, gopher (go get this and go do that 
kind of person), and LIT leader.

I am hesitant to say what I like to do 
best, because Jason may read this and 
put me in those jobs again! Let’s say that I 
loved the jobs that were the hardest, but 
they were the scariest ones for me to say 
yes to. Why do I like those jobs that scare 
me the most? Because they are, by far, 
the most rewarding. They are emotional 
and exhausting … and I love it! 

Q: What were some of the biggest 
challenges you faced at camp? A: The 
biggest challenges I faced at camp 
would probably be taking time to rest and 
keeping a balance between working with 
the campers and yet being a parent there. 
I often wish there was more time in the 
day. The good news is that my kids are 
growing up, so this balancing act will get 
easier. 

Q: How has God shaped you spiritu-
ally through camp? A: god has shaped 
me spiritually at camp by bringing me to 
hard places where I have to lean on Him 
for answers and wisdom. I will always be 
learning to trust Him more, but the need 
for god is always more clear at camp, so 
growing in Him is faster there. 

kathy lane (pictured left)
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 y Pray that we would form 
meaningful relationships 
with people in our commu-
nities and that God’s Spirit 
would work in their lives.

 y Pray for wisdom in fund-
raising, as there was no 
camp and most rental 
groups cancelled — how-
ever bills continue.

 y Pray for the successful 
start of a new, but very 
different, fall season for 
Awana.

 y Pray for wisdom as we 
try to keep connected 
with past staff.

 y Pray that God would 
open doors for ministry 
in ways only He can.

 y Praise God for the wiring 
gone underground!

 y Pray for good weather to 
finish the needed land-
scaping and water-run 
off project in preparation 
for next summer. 
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My first experience with Big 
River Bible Camp was back around 
2007 when a small men’s group of 
ours went fishing in the Big River 
area. We had outgrown the cabin 
we were staying at and approached 
Jason to see if we could partner 
with BRBC and utilize the camp 
during the off-season.

Two reasons have kept me 
coming back over the years. The 
first reason is selfish — I started 
coming up a week earlier than the 
men’s group. I needed the time to 
decompress and seek God without 
the daily interruptions that life 
throws my way. The second reason 
is that I had seen a need for repair 
and maintenance of the facility and 
I do enjoy fixing things, as well as 
weed-whacking and mowing.

I have seen the impact this 
ministry has had on several teens, who are 
now young adults, and I am amazed at the 
testimonies they have shared with me. At 
the same time, I know without the impact 
of BRBC in their lives, their story would 
have a very different outcome. From the 
first time I showed up, I was treated like 
family, and not some random person look-
ing to do a few odd jobs.

Speaking of jobs, mowing the lawn 
is my all-time, favourite thing that I have 
done at BRBC. Other work I have done in-
cludes plumbing repair, boats and motors, 
general clean-up, tree removal, brush 
clearing, raking, hauling gravel, splitting 
firewood, and then there is of course all 
the electrical repairs over the years.

In 2019, I had some conversations 
with Jason and let him know that the 
repairs to the electrical system that I 
kept up with once-a-year were only a 
temporary fix and that we needed to look 
at replacing the electrical infrastruc-
ture around the camp. In early 2020, we 
(BRBC/Triune Services Inc, and me) de-

cided to proceed with this project. Here 
is a quick description of the electrical 
work that has been completed: approx. 
1.5 km of underground cable installed 
(so that we could remove the overhead 
cables), 19 new electrical panels with 
arc-fault breakers installed, five RV sites 
electrified, four LED floodlights mounted, 
19 exterior LED wallpack fixtures installed 
(lighting that would have equaled 230 
60w light bulbs), and then, of course, the 
numerous electrical issues that could 
finally be solved with the new panels and 
wiring in place.

In my view, what makes Big River 
Bible Camp different than other camps 
or ministries is the family and friends! 
Every person that I have interacted with at 
BRBC is like an extended family member 
or close friend. I can say with confidence 
that the camp is built around love, first and 
foremost. Yes, most camps and ministries 
speak of God’s love, but you can actually 
see and feel the love that is present at 
BRBC. 

part of 
the family

taken from an interview with mike fairbarn



Big RiveR BiBle Camp is a ministry of  
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 F I would love to hear what’s going on at Big River Bible Camp!  
Please add me to your mailing list.

 F I am giving a one-time gift of $ _______________.

 F I intend to give a monthly donation of:

F $ _______________     F $25     F $50     F $100     F $1000

 F I would like to participate in supporting a current camp project with 
a donation of  $ _______________ toward:

F Installing shower house lines under frost level

ElEctronic giving options (including online, electronic funds 
transfer and email transfer) are available at www.ncem.ca/donate/
ways-to-give or by calling the NCEM office, 306-764-3388.

Name _____________________________________________________________________

Address ___________________________________________________________________

City/Town ________________________________________ Prov/State _______________

Postal/Zip Code __________________ Email ____________________________________

Phone _____________________________________________________________________

F Please indicate if you would prefer a yearly receipt.

Cheques should be made payable to NCEM and mailed with this slip to NCEM, PO Box 3030, 
Prince Albert, SK,  S6V 7V4. Tax-deductible receipts will be issued.

If more funds come in than are needed for designated projects, the extra funds will be used for other BRBC needs.
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