
Some people have accused me of 
being a dreamer, and you know 
what, that’s OK. I am a dreamer and 

I am OK with that. As a dreamer, there is 
nothing better than seeing your dreams 
come true.

In Feb 2020, one of my dreams came 
true. Since 2007 I believe, I have dreamt 
about taking our summer camp sta�  on a 
missions trip out of the country. In 2007, 
some people from our local church in 

Big River partnered with others from Las 
Vegas and we went to Mexico for a week 
to serve however needed. That sparked 
something in me. Seeing the conditions 
in Mexico made me realize that the sta�  
need to see that they don’t have it so bad 
with their living conditions in Canada.

The dream was there but how do we 
get it to happen? When’s the right time to 
go? Who gets to go? How much will this 
cost? Where do we go? The questions 
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go on and on and so did the years — until 
Bobby Iron and I were visiting at one of 
our sta�  retreats in 2019. There he tells me 
he wants to go to Mexico on a missions 
trip. He also had gone on a few trips to 
Mexico to serve and had a desire to bring 
youth to serve on a mission trip. We start-
ed the planning.

The requirements to go on the trip 
were that the camp sta�  had to have been 
a cabin leader for a minimum two weeks, 
and they had to have a good Christian 
testimony. There were 20 of us who went 
on the trip.

When you plan a trip like this, you 
know the enemy doesn’t want it to 
happen. It was quite evident he didn’t 
want us going. Plan A went to Plan B and 
fi nally ended with Plan C. We hit a nasty 
snow storm at the US border that had me 
questioning if we should go — but the Lord 
nudged us to keep going. 

Phoenix was our fi nal destination and 
we were going to be serving at Southwest 
Indian Ministries Center. A friend from 
SK texted me saying he heard I was in the 
Phoenix area and asked if we would bring 
our team to help him pour some concrete 
in Mexico where he is serving. So Wed. 

morning at 5 am we hit the road to pick 
him up at Yuma. We crossed into Mexico 
and got a tour of the area. We poured 
concrete while another part of our team 
painted and then a group was able to serve 
lunch to a group of kids on their way to 
school.

One major highlight was, at a church 
service on a reserve just outside of Phoe-
nix, we sang “How Great Thou Art” and 
there were fi ve languages singing at once 
and it was so beautiful — brought many 
to tears. We recorded the song and the 
amazing thing is, not one language stands 
out more than the other and you can’t un-
derstand the words but at the same time, 
you can tell what song is being sung! 

Another highlight was being able to 
go to Mexico. One youth said, “You know, 
I actually don’t have it that bad.” That 
was one of my dreams — for our youth to 
realize they don’t have it so bad here in 
Canada.

There were many other highlights on 
the trip and I’d love to tell you more about 
them, so come on over for a cup of co� ee 
and I’ll share them with you as well as 
some of my other dreams. It’s people like 
you that help make dreams come true. 

Q: What on the trip has been 
di� erent than you expected? 

A: There were a lot of things that were 
di� erent for me. The reserves were so 
much bigger, but they all had the same 
struggles as mine. – Jonathan

A: I was surprised at the depth of the 
conversations and devotions we were 
able to have. – Teresa

A: Mexico was defi nitely di� erent from 
what I imagined it to be. Even though the 
people were living in extreme poverty 
they were still smiling and I loved that. 
– Asha

Q: Who have you met on the trip 
that has most impacted you? 

A: In Mexico there was a lady we poured 
a foundation for her new house. She 
shows me that even when living condi-
tions aren’t the best, we can still smile 
and laugh. 
– Kyrie

A: How can I choose just one? There are 
so many people! I will choose a little boy 
named Caleb. He was a little boy in Mex-
ica and he was very nice and goofy. We 

talked a lot of Spanish together and I got 
to pray with him. He was a very nice boy 
who was only ten and loved God. 
– Marybeth

A: The lady in Mexico impacted me the 
most with the way she was just so willing 
to put the children before herself and she 
had such a big serving heart which was 
very encouraging to see. – Asha

A: The people in Mexico made me think 
a lot, but it’s hard to choose just one per-
son. I loved the kids there, and they made 
me want to go back. However, I was also 
impressed at how joyful and generous 
the adults were, even in their poverty and 
circumstances.  – Teresa

A: The people in Mexico, how they could 
have joy in the midst of having so little. 
– Teague

Q: Where have you seen 
God working?

A: I have seen God work a lot in 
and through our team. I observed 
it by not only seeing how outgoing 
and patient they were, but also 
through how supportive they were 

when someone on the team was feeling 
down. – Teresa

A: The entire week was unknown when 
we got there, and everything worked out 
so well. I saw God work in so many ways, 
giving us opportunity after opportunity 
to encourage others in their faith or share 
God’s love with non-believers. – Sarah B.

A: I saw God working on my life. I didn’t 
know what to expect on this trip, but he 
opened my eyes to a whole new per-
spective on what I may want to be in the 
future. – Jonathan

A: I saw God working through the chal-
lenges that came in my path that directly 
impact or “challenge” the places I’m 

struggling and helps me grow spiritually 
and closer to Him. – Kyrie

Q: What have you found challenging 
about this experience?

A: A few things I found challenging was 
the di�  culty in being patient with my 
peers, but also submitting to the Holy 
Spirit. I lack courage to speak to the peo-
ple, but I listened to God’s guidance and 
I was not disappointed. – Marybeth

A: It was hard seeing the pain in people 
and having the desire to literally take their 
problem on myself so they wouldn’t need 
to deal with them anymore. 

Phoenix / Mexico 
MISSION TRIP

IMPACT
On our trip (February 13-23, 
2020), the youth were given 
questions to answer based on 
their experience. These are a 
few of their answers.
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Since this is impossible and unrealistic, 
it was di�  cult seeing the bad and trust-
ing God to fi x it in His time. – Kyrie

A: It was hard for me to trust what God 
was going to do for me, but I feel like He 
wants the best for me. – Jonathan

A: Reminding myself that God is the 
One in control, He will work it out, even 
if I don’t know how. – Sarah B.

A: What challenged me the most during 
this experience was fear. I found this 
guy in a gas station that I was supposed 
to pray for but fear overtook me and I 
walked out of that gas station without 
praying for him. – Anonymous

A: We were challenged to talk to strang-
ers and pray for someone who was 
not on the team. Praying out loud for a 

stranger defi nitely pulled me out of my 
comfort zone. – Teresa

Q: How has this trip impacted your 
spiritual walk?

A: It challenged me to share my beliefs 
with people at home. It showed me 
places I need to grow. – Kyrie

A: This has given me a greater desire to 
possibly go out and be a missionary. 
– Jonathan

A: This trip has impacted my walk with 
God in so many ways; for example, I’ve 
learnt to use Colossians 3:12-14 on a 
daily basis as a good reminder to forgive 
as the Lord forgave you and above all 
virtues to put on love which binds us 
together in perfect unity. – Asha 
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  Pray for potential sta�  for the summer.

  Pray that we will fi nd the right speakers for 
the right weeks of camp — speakers who will 
proclaim the Gospel clearly.

  Pray specifi cally that we will have more/
enough male cabin leaders so we don’t have 
to turn boys away due to lack of sta� .

  Pray for unity as a camp sta�  and team.

UPCOMING 
EVENTS:

  March 23-25
BRBC at CCI SK 
Conference

  March 28
BRBC Hockey 
Tournament

  April 3-5
Camp Sta�  Retreat

  April 27-May 15
Hosting NCEM 
Candidate Training

  May 8-10
Full Time Sta�  Retreat


