
Summer is fast approaching and 
we are excited about the newness 
of spring. Green grass, trees are 

starting to bloom, and camp is in the air. 
Speaking of newness — there are some 
new things happening around BRBC this 
year. We are excited to announce that we 
are getting some interns! 

We have been blessed with many help-
ing hands at Big River Bible Camp over the 
past few years. We have three full-time 

staff families but there’s always someone 
who wants to come early for camp or stay 
after camp. We felt this year we were in a 
position to have someone come and help 
before or after camp. 

This will be Afi fa’s third summer serv-
ing at BRBC. She is from Mississauga ON 
and is currently in school taking nursing 
there. She has a heart for working at camp 
but has only been able to come for a week 
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I was born in Saudi Arabia, and moved to 
Toronto when I was around one-and-a-
half years old. I moved to Mississauga 

(right next to Toronto) when I was in grade 
one, and that is still where I am living now. 

I fi rst heard about Big River Bible 
Camp while I was living with Art & Joan 
Wanuch (previous board chair of NCEM), 
and Jason & Anita had stayed with us for 
a week to attend one of the conferences 
held in Toronto. So I met them when I 
came home from work. At fi rst, they were 
two random people I happened to meet at 
home. The night before they were leaving 
for Saskatchewan, they told me they were 
the camp directors of Big River Bible Camp 
and if I ever wanted to volunteer there, 
they’d be happy to have me. 

So, three years ago I  made my fi rst trip 
to BRBC — this is now my fourth year!

Honestly, my fi rst time coming, it was 
just a God thing. I wasn’t keen on coming, 
and I wasn’t trying to come. First, Art & 
Joan brought up Jason & Anita’s offer 
again, but my biggest obstacle was fi nanc-
es, because I couldn’t pay for my fl ight. 

However, the church really helped out and 
paid for my fl ight and covered half of my 
expenses. That left me with $300 to pay, 
and I knew I could handle that. I knew my 
church really supported camp and I didn’t 
understand why camp was so important. 
I wondered how a simple week at camp 
could affect kids in such a big way that 
people talk about it nonstop. 

Every time I came, it would only be 
for one week. I have to leave a job behind 
and it’s hard to have a summer job and 
take more than one week off. To me it’s 
really scary not to be earning money for 
that week off. So, I decided if I wanted to 
be at BRBC for more than a week, I would 
see if there were any working positions. 
It was when I inquired with Jason that he 
mentioned an intern position available for 
me if I wanted. So, here I am!

Since starting my internship I have 
been involved in numerous things. Regis-
tration is big, replying to emails, returning 
calls. I’ve started the cooking and cleaning 
part, with lots of organizing.

Also, as I think about my future, I be-
lieve this is a great opportunity to learn 
more about what it is like to be a 
missionary and life in ministry. I 
think working in ministry may be 
where God is directing me in the 
future and I just want to see how I 
can connect my career in nursing 
with ministry and if there are op-
portunities here in Saskatchewan. 

each year — so this year she decided to 
do some fundraising and come early. 

Our second intern is no stranger at 
BRBC. She has attended camp and volun-
teered for many summers. Charmaine 
Reimer graduates high school this year 
and wasn’t sure what her future held so 
we discussed the possibility of serving 
at camp for a year while she fi gures out 
where God is leading her.

We look forward to serving 
alongside Afi fa 

GOD HAS PROVIDED!
Every time I come here I learn some-

thing new, either from chapel, the kids or 
the other staff. My fi rst time coming, the 
biggest thing I took away was the camp 
theme, “We are more than conquerors 
through Him who loved us.” It was the last 
thing I needed to complete my journey 
to Christ. It was the fi nal lesson I needed 
to learn before I was willing to go all in to 
Christianity. Big River Bible Camp helped 
lead me to Christ, and with every week I 
worked, I’d learn and grow even more.

For example, even after I became a 
Christian, I remember talking to one of 
the leaders about fi nances and he told me 
he wanted to go to Bible college. He didn’t 
have the money saved up, but was totally 
not stressed, which blew my mind as I 
was stressing about my fi nances while 
still having a job. When I went home that 
week, I quit my job. I remember thinking 
“I’m going to try this, ‘God will provide 

thing.’” And that entire year, it never 
ceased to amaze me how God provided 
for me – the fi nances, the people I needed 
in my life at that point – everything. I re-
member thinking numerous times during 
that year, “GOD HAS PROVIDED.” 

It was at BRBC that I learned that God 
is able to provide; that I don’t have to do it 
all and that He is bigger than my needs. I 
learned more of the heart of God and His 
care for me. That’s the lesson I’ve been 
living through, for the past three years. As 
I’m stressing out, I think that I don’t need 
to be living in fear, because God has me.

In our Ladies Bible study we are learn-
ing about spiritual gifts. One of the things 
that God has blessed me with is talking. I 
talk to everybody. I just say things. Maybe 
God wants me to share my story; to use 
my ability to make good relationships, 
and through my story of coming to Christ 
others can be brought closer to Him. 

A glimpse into the ministry BRBC has 
into the lives of sta�  who come and 
serve here. 

Q: Abi, how long have you been coming 
to BRBC? A: This is my eighth summer 
coming up — so seven years.

Q: How did you hear about BRBC? 
A: My best friend’s parents ran it.

Q: What are some of the different jobs 
you’ve had at camp? A: I’ve been an LIT 
and a cabin leader. There are specifi c jobs 
within those, but that’s pretty much it.

Q: Favourite and why? A: Cabin leader, be-
cause you get to be around the kids more. 
I love being around kids because they 
remember you, and get to know you.

Q: How do you stay connected once camp 
is done? A: I come to staff weekends and 
some campers have given me their email 
addresses and occasionally there are 
opportunities to stay in contact. 

Q: What’s so good about staff retreats? A: 
I love being able to see all the staff again. 
The sessions are good in that they know 
they are talking to the leaders, to teens 
and I learn more from those sessions.

Q: How has BRBC impacted your spiritual 
walk? A: I guess it helped me grow in my 
relationship with God, especially if you 
work the whole summer and you’re in all 
the chapel sessions. It is encouraging to 
be with other teenagers who are living for 
God and knowing you’re not alone. 

Q: What is something you have learned in 
your time at BRBC? A: There’s a lot of stuff, 
but I defi nitely learned how to clean bath-
rooms, at least clean them good! I have 
also learned that if a kid misbehaves a lot, 
often there is a reason for it and it leads 
me to try and fi gure out the reason. That 
helps me learn how to love them better. 

Q: What are some of the challenges you 
have faced? A: Getting along, especial-
ly with other staff. To keep giving 100 
percent, even if you see other staff only 
putting in 50. That’s often the reason for 
trouble getting along. 

Q: Why do you keep coming back? A: I love 
it here! I always want to have camp as part 
of my life, my summer, even if I can only 
come for one week.

Q: Is there anything you’d like to say? A: 
I want people to know that they should 
come. That they are welcome, they won’t 
be out of place. Even if you have no con-
nections, you are welcome. 
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and Charmaine. Please keep them in your 
prayers as well; and if you are led to sup-
port them fi nancially they’d appreciate 
that too. 

Longer days, warmer days and yes, 
bugs, but somehow that’s OK because we 
know July is coming fast. If you’d like 
to volunteer for a day, a week or more, 
please feel free to contact us. We appre-
ciate your prayers as we head into 
summer 2019. 
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WHAT do you 
like about the 
Fun Run?

  I like seeing how many people 
come from so many places – 
Landon
 The fi nish line – Charmaine
  I’m looking forward to the food 
– Anon.
 Getting to know different 
people; meet some of the camp 
staff – Rita
  I like running with people who 
feel the same way I do about the 
camp – Ron
 The people, absolutely! – Bobby
 The walk, I love walking and 
connecting with people - Lydia
 Meeting all the people - Jason

WHY do you like 
the Fun Run?

 Because it’s so much fun – Bobby
 To beat Jason! – Ethan
 To support the camp – Landon
 Want to see all the different 
places and people in NCEM. It’s 
also a great way to get active 
– Rita
 We enjoy walking; we enjoy 
hanging out at Big River – Pam
  I like to run; I like to raise money 
– Ron
 Big River Bible Camp is dear to 
my heart; I try to be a part of it 
as much as I can – Lydia
 To support a good cause – Jeff
  It’s fun; always up for 
competition - Jason
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 “For God so loved …” John 3:16. What 
an awesome concept! This is BIG!!! 
Much bigger than words. In fact, 

the love of God cannot be fully described 
in words. No language can totally picture 
God’s love, though the most ecstatic and 
profound adjectives are used. But when a 
person gives his life to God through salva-
tion, the real sense of God’s love comes to 
light! 

Many songs have been written to cap-
ture the amazing elements of God’s nature, 
but more dramatically, many Scriptures 
specifi cally portray the reality of God’s 
love. In fact, the whole Bible is a manifesto 
of God’s love. From cover to cover learn 
and see the core of God’s being — love. 

In discussing His love, we certainly 
don’t want to minimize the importance 
of His other attributes, like mercy, grace, 
power, presence, etc. Moreover, the es-
sence of God’s love is displayed and made 
more real through His various attributes.

Think of the power of God’s love! Has 
man ever come up with the ability to re-
ally change a heart? Yet when God comes 
in with His love, resistance is resolved, 
barriers broken down and a miraculous 
change happens!

Another divine truth that needs sin-
cere meditation is the ever-presence of 
God! With no beginning and no end, God is 
there in the fullness of His love, boundless 

and free. I believe that this love was exer-
cised even before the creation of man. As 
we refl ect on the intimacy of the Godhead 
(Father, Son, Holy Spirit) in Matthew 3:17, 
where Jesus is baptized, the Holy Spirit 
descending on Jesus and the Father say-
ing “My Beloved Son,” I can’t help but think 
that real love permeated that relationship 
from and through all eternity! 

God’s love knows no favoritism, al-
ways real and good to every person. It in-
cludes everybody past, present and future, 
regardless of their condition or situation. 
His nature is to love; that’s what He does. 
He can’t do anything else for “God is love” 

– 1 John 4:16. God’s love spells out the fi n-
est, most eloquent recipe for life.

As already mentioned, throughout 
the Bible God’s thoughts are bathed in 
His love. God does not, no He cannot, 
speak to man other than through vibes of 
love. Even when the need arises for Him 
to correct, admonish or discipline His 
children, the bottom line is always love. 
The intrinsic value and intent of God’s 
love is to give. It’s impossible to hoard 
this love. When believers receive and 
experience God’s love, it just overfl ows to 
others.

“Real Love” — what a great theme for 
camp this summer! What a life changing 
aspiration! May God help us to get it and 
live it! 

REAL LOVE!
BY DAVE PETKAU



BIG RIVER BIBLE CAMP is a ministry of 
NORTHERN CANADA EVANGELICAL MISSION

  I would love to hear what’s going on at Big River Bible Camp! 
Please add me to your mailing list.

  I am giving a one-time gift of $_______________.

  I intend to give a monthly donation of:

 $_______________      $25      $50      $100      $1000

  I would like to participate in supporting a current camp project with 
a donation of  $_______________ toward:

  New boat           Boat lift           Pull-behind mower

ELECTRONIC GIVING OPTIONS (including online, electronic funds 
transfer and email transfer) are available at www.ncem.ca/donate/
ways-to-give or by calling the NCEM offi ce, 306-764-3388.

Name ___________________________________________________________________________

Address _________________________________________________________________________

City/Town ___________________________________________Prov/State ________________

Postal/Zip Code ____________________Email _______________________________________

Phone __________________________________________________________________________

 Please indicate if you would prefer a yearly receipt.

Cheques should be made payable to NCEM and mailed with this slip to NCEM, PO Box 3030, 
Prince Albert, SK  S6V 7V4. Tax-deductible receipts will be issued.

If more funds come in than are needed for designated projects, the extra funds will be used for other BRBC needs.

PARTNER 
WITH US IN 
MINISTRY!
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NORTHERN CANADA EVANGELICAL MISSION

As camp quickly approaches we an-
ticipate June 30 until August 16 be-

ing action-packed, full of skills, kids and 
sunshine. With everything here being 
prepped for camp, sometimes it’s just as 
good to look, not just at what’s upcoming, 
but what has already up and gone. 

It’s a shame that the last snow of the 
year happened on our Fun Run fund-
raiser, but it didn’t dampen the spirits of 
those running and I believe it should still 
be considered a success. We have also 
been blessed by a few work groups who 
have tackled some very important jobs. 
One of these jobs was the construction of 
two brand new storage sheds, and anoth-
er being the moving of cabin 2 to its new 
location and prepping the foundation for 
both the new cabin locations. 

A lot is happening, but we’re grateful 
for the helping hands of friends to get the 
job done right. 

UPCOMING & 
UP AND GONE

BIG RIVER BIBLE CAMP
PO Box 542
Big River SK  S0J 0E0
306-469-4997
BRBCinfo@gmail.com
BigRiverBibleCamp.ca


