
Remember when I talked about 
plans A, B, C, D, or however many 
plans, before summer? Yeah, 

me too. What a way to enter into our 
17th summer at BRBC! Restrictions in 
Saskatchewan lifted July 11, the day we 
planned for teen camp to start. We ended 
up only running at half capacity for that 
week because of the many unknowns 
ahead of us. Thankfully we had fl exible 
sta�  who were ready to do whatever was 

needed. In the end, we ran a total of fi ve 
weeks of camp – a teen camp, two kids’ 
camps, a junior teen camp and a sta�  
discipleship camp. 

We are so thankful for the people who 
were praying for us through the summer! 
We’re also grateful for the many of you 
who called, texted, or emailed to see how 
things were going. The question I am 
often asked is, “How many were saved 
at camp?” It’s a legitimate question. 
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Unfortunately, I don’t always have a good 
answer. You see, we don’t get our sta�  to 
fi ll out forms asking how many fi rst-time 
commitments there were or how many 
campers rededicated their lives. What 
we do get are stories of lives that are 
changed. 

A young girl shared how she had 
attempted suicide but, thankfully, didn’t 
succeed. Her grandma said she should go 
to camp, but she didn’t mention it was a 
Bible camp, so this girl didn’t know what 
kind of camp she was coming to. While 
here, she shared that it was an amazing 
week, and she found hope and a relation-
ship with Jesus Christ. Praise the Lord, so 
exciting! You can’t make up stories like 
that. 

There are always highs and lows to 
summer, but the reoccurring theme from 
the sta�  was the highs of actually being 
able to do camp. It was challenging to 
have a fi re ban and no campfi re for the 

fi rst few weeks, but thankfully a neighbour 
lent us a propane fi re pit so that we could 
have some sort of fi re. The fi re ban lifted 
for our last two weeks of camp, so it was 
an exciting day when we lit the fi re! 

Camp is not possible without many 
great volunteers. I was thankful for excel-
lent speakers once again. Thank you for 
praying and for supporting us through 
the summer. We do have one signifi cant 
need. We had a summer fi lled with water 
issues. Hopefully, by the time you are 
reading this, some of it will be resolved. 
Our pump to the main building was giv-
ing out through the summer, so we were 
constantly running out of water. Our shore 
well gave out. Our water for the shower 
houses didn’t work. We are currently 
raising funds to get our shore well running 
and then hopefully directionally drill the 
lines to the shower houses from there. If 
you feel led to help support us in this way, 
that would be sweet. •



If there’s one thing we love about Big 
River Bible Camp, it’s not the lake, the 
rock climbing wall, or even our little 

cabin in the bush. If there’s one thing we 
love about camp, it’s the people. We were 
asked to explain how we’ve seen God 
work at camp this past year, and we feel 
the best way to answer that question is 
by telling stories of lives that have been 
changed through camp—starting with our 
own.

SARAH (pictured left): When I showed up 
at Big River last September, I felt pretty 
lost in life. My plans for the fall had fallen 
through, and I was pretty frustrated at 
God for seemingly not helping me fi nd di-
rection. Coming here felt like a rebellious 
act; little did I know this was right where 
God wanted me. Over the past year, I’ve 
had the time to process emotions, spend 
time in God’s Word, and connect with a 
wonderful community. I realized my love 
for missions, and I am now enrolled in 
Bible School for this fall semester.

When I look back to who 
I was one year ago, I see a 
girl holding on to her faith 
for dear life because I knew 
that God was good, even if I 
didn’t understand His plans 
for me. As God worked in 
my life this past year, I con-
fi dently chose to continue in 
my faith because I gained a 
practical understanding of 
who God is.

SOPHIA (pictured right): In 
March of 2020, I moved to 
Big River Bible Camp with 
no specifi c plan in mind, 
except that I love camp 
ministry, and wanted to be 
there. So, it absolutely broke 
me when we couldn't have 
camp last summer. But God 

was still working in my life and strength-
ening my faith in Him. Throughout the 
past 18 months, I’ve learned so much 
about the God I serve, His plan for my life, 
and how much He loves me. This gave me 
so much hope and motivated me to build 
meaningful relationships with others. As I 
leave here and move on to a new stage in 
my life, I hope that my faith will continue 
to grow and that I will be fi rmly estab-
lished in the truth of who God is.

Our stories are not the only ones that have 
been a� ected by BRBC. This summer, 
we’ve seen the lives of both campers 
and sta�  changed through God’s work 
at camp. Every Thursday night at the 
campfi re, campers shared what they had 
learned. One camper shared that before 
she came to camp, she had been contem-
plating suicide but decided against it be-
cause of what she learned at camp. Also, 
one of our sta�  expressed that she wasn’t 
planning on coming back to camp this 
year but, through the encouragement of 

ONE THING
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  For all the meaningful conversations we 
had with kids this summer.

  That we could do camp this summer.

  That there were lots of parents who still 
wanted to send their kids to camp.

  That there were no fi res in our area.

  That He helped us overcome 
and work around the camp 
water issues so we could have 
a good camp season.

  That the summer sta�  came together on 
such short notice.

  For the excellent Bible teaching in 
chapels.

  That we were able to fi t all the kids on our 
waiting lists into camp. •

PRAISE GOD…

A glimpse of the ministry 
BRBC has in the lives 
of sta�  who come and 
serve here. 

Q: Jaryd, how long have you 
been coming to BRBC? 
A: Six years now.

Q: What fi rst brought you to camp? 
A: My parents. I didn’t know I was going 
to come here, and then I found out it was 
a Bible camp. It would be my fi rst time 
being here, and I was happy about that.

Q: Why do you keep coming back? 
A: I want to get closer to God.

Q: What are some of the di� erent jobs 
you’ve had at camp? A: This was my fi rst 
year that I got to work as an LIT and it was 
fun. I enjoyed learning new skills, and we 
got to do some roofi ng and siding. 

Q: How has BRBC impacted your 
spiritual walk? A: It helped me through 
my depression and with my thoughts. 

Q: What are you doing to stay strong in 
following Jesus? A: I’m able to attend my 
church, Evening Light Tabernacle.

Q: What is something you’ve learned in 
your time at BRBC? A: I’ve learned more 
about God, that Someone loves me, and 
how to “Fear No More.”

Q: What are some of the challenges you 
have faced as a sta� ? A: Sometimes 
my mind is negative, “you’re not going to 
make it.” The work isn’t too hard; you just 
do it.

Q: Are there any fi nal thoughts you’d 
like to leave with us? A: God can help 
you. He is right there with you, you just 
can’t see Him. •

A MOMENT 
WITH STAFF



BIG RIVER BIBLE CAMP is a ministry of 
NORTHERN CANADA EVANGELICAL MISSION

  I would love to hear what’s going on at Big River Bible Camp! 
Please add me to your mailing list.

  I am giving a one-time gift of $ _______________.

  I intend to give a monthly donation of:

 $ _______________      $25      $50      $100      $1000

  I would like to participate in supporting a current camp project with 
a donation of  $ _______________ toward:

 Directional Water Lines for Shower Houses    Shore Well

ELECTRONIC GIVING OPTIONS (including online, credit card, electronic 
funds transfer and email transfer) are available at www.ncem.ca/donate/
ways-to-give or by calling the NCEM offi ce, 306-764-3388.

Name _____________________________________________________________________

Address ___________________________________________________________________

City/Town ________________________________________ Prov/State _______________

Postal/Zip Code __________________ Email ____________________________________

Phone _____________________________________________________________________

 Please indicate if you would prefer a yearly receipt.

Cheques should be made payable to NCEM and mailed with this slip to NCEM, PO Box 3030, 
Prince Albert, SK,  S6V 7V4. Tax-deductible receipts will be issued.

If more funds come in than are needed for designated projects, the extra funds will be used for other BRBC needs.

WITH US IN          MINISTRY!
Partne�



BIG RIVER REEL is the newsletter of Big River Bible Camp, 
a ministry of NORTHERN CANADA EVANGELICAL MISSION.

BIG RIVER BIBLE CAMP
PO Box 542
Big River, SK  S0J 0E0
306-469-4997
brbcinfo@gmail.com
BigRiverBibleCamp.ca

One Name. One Pursuit.

BRBC is ONLINE!
Check out more great stu� , including 
updates, encouragment and devo 
videos on the Big River Bible Camp 
Facebook page, YouTube channel or 
website.

others, ended up working alongside us for 
the entire summer. This past spring, she 
felt anger towards God and wasn’t sure 
if she wanted to continue on in her faith. 
We praise God for the way He revealed 
Himself to her this past summer as she 
has now committed herself to following 
Him. In addition to this, during our weeks 
of kids’ camp, many campers shared 
statements like “I learned God loves me” 
or “God takes away our sins if we ask Him 
to.” This may seem like a generic answer, 
but there is so much power in these state-
ments. When these kids share fundamen-

tal truths of God, it shows us that He is 
working in their lives.

This summer, many campers and sta�  
were forced to challenge their thinking, 
deal with issues weighing on their hearts, 
and persevere in di�  cult trials. Each one 
has made us proud, but it also reminds us 
of the importance of prayer. Many camp-
ers are returning to tough situations at 
home. Many deal with addictions, battle 
mental health issues and have struggles 
in their walk with God. These things will 
not magically disappear because they 
came to camp—in fact, they may inten-
sify. So, we ask that you join us in prayer, 
praising God for all He has done at camp 
this year, as well as praying for His hand to 
continually be at work in the lives of our 
campers and staff . •


